
NOTES TO CONTRIBUTORS

I. Editorial Policy

Perspectives in Biology and Medicine is an interdisciplinary journal published by The Johns Hopkins University
Press. Our readers include biologists, physicians, students, and scholars in other disciplines who are interested
in biology and medicine.We publish essays that place biological and medical topics in broader scientific, social,
or humanistic contexts; we also publish book reviews, essay reviews, and letters to the editors.Although some
of our essays are invited, we welcome voluntary contributions. Essays should be preceded by an abstract of up
to 200 words.While we have no word limit, most of our essays are in the range of 4,000 to 7,000 words.We
encourage authors to adopt a personal writing style that preserves the humanity, excitement, and color of the
biological and medical sciences. All essays are subject to peer review before publication, and all manuscripts
are edited according to The Chicago Manual of Style, 15th ed. (Univ. of Chicago Press).

II. Preparation of Manuscripts

Manuscripts must be submitted in Word (.doc) or rich text format (.rtf), as e-mail attachments to Dr. Robert
Perlman, Editor, Perspectives in Biology and Medicine (r-perlman@uchicago.edu).Text should be double-spaced
throughout. Tables and illustrations will be accepted when necessary for the presentation of ideas and should
be submitted either as separate digital images (high-quality .jpeg, .tiff, or .eps files) or as clear, glossy pho-
tographs; specific submission details will be sent to authors after manuscripts are accepted. Footnotes are not
encouraged, but if required, they should be numbered consecutively within the text and should appear at the
end of the document.

Authors should use the minimum number of references consistent with good scholarship and should cite
them according to Chicago Manual author-date format, using “et al.” for references with four or more authors.
Citations should be given as (Author Year); multiple citations should be listed in alphabetical order and sepa-
rated by semicolons (Buchanan et al. 2000; Engelhardt 1996). Journal references should include, in order,
author(s), year, title, journal title (abbreviated according to Medline, without periods), volume, issue (if avail-
able), and inclusive pagination:

Buchanan, A.V., et al. 2000. Long DOP-PCR of rare archival anthropological samples. Hum Biol
72(6):911–25.

Singh-Manoux,A., P. Clarke, and M. G. Marmot. 2002. Multiple measures of socio-economic posi-
tion and psychosocial health: Proximal and distal effects. Int J Epidemiol 31(6):1192–99.

Book references should include author(s), year, chapter title, book title, edition, editor(s), inclusive page num-
bers, place of publication, and publisher:

Engelhardt, H.T., Jr. 1996. The foundations of bioethics, 2nd ed. Oxford: Oxford Univ. Press.
Institute of Medicine (IOM) Committee on Health and Behavior. 2001. Health and behavior: The

interplay of biological, behavioral, and societal influences.Washington, DC: National Academy Press.
Money, J. 2000. Outcome research in pediatric psychoendocrinology and sexology. In Therapeutic

outcome of endocrine disorders: Efficacy, innovation, and quality of life, ed. B. Stabler and B. B. Bercu,
1–6. Norwell, MA: Serono Symposia USA.

Internet references should provide full URL:

Office of Research on Minority Health (ORMH) history. 2000.
http://www1.od.nih.gov/ormh/history.html.

When an abbreviation is peculiar to any field of biology or medicine, the complete word(s) should be used
at first mention in the text, followed by the abbreviation in parentheses.The abbreviation alone may be used
thereafter.Text to appear in italics should be in roman, underlined, in manuscript.

III. Manuscript Acceptance Policy

While it is our policy to require the assignment of copyright for most essays, we do not usually request assign-
ment of copyright for other contributions.Although the copyright to such a contribution may remain with
the author, it is understood that, in return for publication, the journal has the nonexclusive right to publish
the contribution and the continuing right, without limit, to include the contribution as part of any reprint-
ing of the issue and/or volume of the journal in which the contribution first appeared by any means and in
any format, including computer-assisted storage and readout, in which the issue and/or volume may be repro-
duced by the publisher or by its licensed agencies.

Offprint purchase information will be sent after manuscripts are accepted.
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